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Last 24 Months of Confirmed” & Suspected Overdose Deaths*

Time required to investigate cases accounts for lower counts of confirmed cases in recent months

*
349 SuspeCted overdose Deaths y [ Confirmed Poisonings” ——Suspected Overdose Deaths*
August 2022 1 confirmed Poisonings® (cases pending)
_ e SN i -
_ —//’ __ _
*This category reflects an estimate of statewide medical bag | | B77 363 [3qq 324 360 -
examiner system overdose deaths. Note that some eq 277 27 P14 || 96 °20 Bo8 518 311 [T | | B13 g |
suspected overdoses may ultimately be certified as non-
poisoning deaths, but the majority become confirmed as B
poisoning deaths. [33] 6 2
Q. t’ > o c Q2 = &= > c =S o Q. t; > o c Q2 = = > f= = b0
Suspected Overdose Deaths*: 2018-2022 6 2882232802885 g 3= 2
2020 2021 2022

B YTD (Jan-Aug) Full year

3,961 AThis category reflects the number of deaths that have been confirmed as
poisonings, regardless of intent, based on the results of a comprehensive

3,132 investigation. Poisoning deaths attributed solely to carbon monoxide are excluded.
*The NC OCME began tracking suspected overdoses as the count of autopsies
performed to rule out overdose by the entire medical examiner system in March 2017.
In May 2020, identification of suspected overdoses also included supplemental
examinations performed to rule out overdose. Beginning in July 2020 suspected
overdoses were identified through the NC Rapid Overdose Death Detection (NC
RODD) pilot program and exams from all eight autopsy centers across NC.
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