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*This category reflects the number of deaths that have been confirmed as poisonings based on the results of a comprehensive investigation. Confirmed poisoning deaths 
that did not receive an autopsy examination have been excluded. Poisoning deaths attributed solely to carbon monoxide have been excluded.  
**The NC OCME began tracking autopsies performed to rule out overdose by the entire medical examiner system in March 2017.  
***This category includes confirmed poisoning deaths that did not receive an autopsy examination. 

Autopsies Performed by the North Carolina Medical Examiner System, 2016 – 2017 

 
Autopsies Performed by the North Carolina Medical Examiner System, 2017 

 
2017 data are considered provisional and subject to change as cases continue to be finalized. NC OCME will update graphs on a monthly basis to reflect recently 
confirmed poisoning deaths. For additional information, please contact alison.miller@dhhs.nc.gov.  
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2016 Total Autopsies: 4,416
2017 Total Autopsies: 4,874 (↑10.4%)

40.5% of autopsies performed in 2016 were confirmed as 
poisonings. 43.2% of autopsies performed from January -

August 2017 have been confirmed as poisonings.
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*This category reflects the number of deaths that have been confirmed as poisonings based on the results of a comprehensive investigation. Confirmed poisoning deaths 
that did not receive an autopsy examination have been excluded. Poisoning deaths attributed solely to carbon monoxide have been excluded.  
**The NC OCME began tracking autopsies performed to rule out overdose by the entire medical examiner system in March 2017.  
***This category includes confirmed poisoning deaths that did not receive an autopsy examination. 

Confirmed Poisoning Deaths in North Carolina, 2006 – 2017 

 
Confirmed Opioid-Related Poisoning Deaths in North Carolina, 2016 – 2017  

 
2017 data are considered provisional and subject to change as cases continue to be finalized. NC OCME will update graphs on a monthly basis to reflect recently 
confirmed poisoning deaths. For additional information, please contact alison.miller@dhhs.nc.gov.  
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Based on provisional data, 76.9% of poisoning deaths involved opioids 
in 2017, while 63.7% of poisoning deaths involved opioids in 2006.
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*This category reflects the number of deaths that have been confirmed as poisonings based on the results of a comprehensive investigation. Confirmed poisoning deaths 
that did not receive an autopsy examination have been excluded. Poisoning deaths attributed solely to carbon monoxide have been excluded.  
**The NC OCME began tracking autopsies performed to rule out overdose by the entire medical examiner system in March 2017.  
***This category includes confirmed poisoning deaths that did not receive an autopsy examination. 

 
 

Confirmed Poisoning Deaths Involving Heroin in North Carolina, 2010 – 2017 

 

Confirmed Poisoning Deaths Involving Fentanyl and/or Analogues in North Carolina, 2010 – 2017  

 

2017 data are considered provisional and subject to change as cases continue to be finalized. NC OCME will update graphs on a monthly basis to reflect recently 
confirmed poisoning deaths. For additional information, please contact alison.miller@dhhs.nc.gov.  

47
87

170 201
287

401

573

483

0.5
0.9

1.7
2.0

2.9

4.0

5.6

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Heroin***
Rate per 100,000

118 137 118 101
160 211

390

608

7
31

153

510

1.2 1.4
1.2

1.0

1.7

2.4

5.3

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Analogues***
Fentanyl***
Rate per 100,000

FENTANYL AND HEROIN-RELATED DEATHS IN NORTH CAROLINA 
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